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Pasteur answered, ". , . I am arriving at this
result that there is no silkworm disease. There is
but an exaggeration of a state of things which has
always existed, and it is not difficult, in my view,
to return to the former situation, even to improve
on it. The evil was sought for in the worm and
even in the seed; that was something> but my ob-
servations prove that it develops chiefly in the
chrysalis, especially in the mature chrysalis, at the
moment of the moth's formation, on the eve of the
function of reproduction. The microscope then
detects its presence with certitude, even when the
seed and the worm seem very healthy. The prac-
tical result is this: you have a nursery full; it has
been successful or it has not; you wish to know
whether to smother the cocoons or whether to
keep them for reproduction. Nothing is simpler.
You hasten the development of about 100 moths
through an elevation of temperature, and you
examine these moths through the microscope,
which will tell you what to do.

"The sickly character is then so easy to de-
tect that a woman or a child can do it. If the
cultivator should be a peasant, without the ma-
terial conditions required for this study, he can
do this: instead of throwing away the moths after
they have laid their eggs, he can bottle a good
many of them in brandy and send them to a test-
ing office or to some experienced person who will